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Midwest Young Artists Announces Winners 
Of 15th annual Walgreens National Concerto Competition  

HIGHWOOD, Ill. – Over 200 talented young musicians competed in Midwest Young Artists’ (MYA) 15th 
Annual Walgreens National Concerto Competition. Some of the brightest young musicians in the country 
waged melodic battle on Dec. 28 and 29 at Bennett-Gordon Hall at Ravinia Festival and The MYA Center, Ft. 
Sheridan Ill. in hopes of emerging victorious.  

Musicians in a range of 3rd to 12th grade ventured from all corners of the nation for more than $10,000 in 
scholarships and cash prizes in the MYA Orchestra Division and the Open Division, which were divided into 
the Junior Level (for students up to 8th grade) and the Senior Level (for 9th through 12th graders). 

Distinguished Judges from the University of Illinois, Eastman School of Music, Cleveland Institute of Music, 
Northwestern University and other prestigious institutions combined their expertise to select the four winners: 
Christopher Gao, Yoan Ganev, Alan Snow and Laura Park. 

By far the most desirable prize for these virtuosos is the chance to perform their winning pieces with the MYA 
Symphony and Concert Orchestras, which were named 2009 Youth Orchestras of the Year by the Illinois 
Council of Orchestras; the most recent of many awards.  Three of the winners can be heard performing with the 
MYA Symphony Orchestra at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, February 19 at The Harris Theater for Music and Dance 
in Millennium Park, downtown Chicago. 

15th Annual Walgreens Concerto Competition Winners 

MYA Orchestra Division Junior Level Overall Winner: 
Christopher Gao, cello, 8th grade, Long Grove, Ill., student of Hans J. Jensen 
Winning Piece: Tchaikovsky; Variations on a Rococo Theme, Op.33 
 
MYA Orchestra Division Senior Level Overall Winner: 
Alan Snow, violin,11th grade, Mount Prospect, Ill., student of Gerardo Ribeiro 
Winning Piece: Saint-Saens; Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso 

-more- 

 
Open Division Junior Level Overall Winner: 
Yoan Ganev, piano, 8th grade, Wheeling, Ill., student of Marta Aznavoorian 
Winning Piece: Brahms; Piano Concerto No 1 in D moll, movement 3 
 
Open Division Senior Level Overall Winner and Overall Open Division Winner: 



Laura Park, violin, 11th grade, Palatine, student of Almita & Roland Vamos, Marko Dreher. Winning Piece: 
Sibelius; Violin Concerto in d minor, Op. 47: I. Allegro moderato 

Students may start applying for next year; the application deadline for the 16th Annual Walgreens Concerto 
Competition is December 1, 2011. 

For more information, please visit www.mya.org or call (847) 926-9898. 

Follow MYA on Facebook at:  facebook.com/midwestyoungartists 

About MYA: 

With a vision to create an exceptional environment for young musicians, Midwest Young Artists (MYA) was 
founded in 1993. MYA reaches over 900 students from more than 74 cities in the metropolitan Chicago area, 
with students ranging in age from 12 months through 12th grade. MYA strives to provide the highest quality 
music experience for young musicians nationwide.  MYA expects the best out of its students and provides a 
supportive and nurturing environment.  It is a place where students are able to grow with their peers in a 
competitive, yet friendly atmosphere.  MYA has 9 youth orchestras, more than 60 chamber music ensembles, 4 
choral groups, several jazz big bands, numerous jazz combos, honors wind symphony, early and new music 
ensembles, and early childhood music program and classes in music history, theory and composition. Students 
have the opportunity to travel abroad and to perform in major venues throughout Chicago and around the world.  
Leading the nation in chamber music instruction, MYA graduates are accepted at the most selective 
conservatories, universities and colleges in the country.### 

 


