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Last Sunday’s concert could not have gone any better, and Dr. D wanted to express his thoughts to you about 
the concert personally. Please take a moment to read it: 
 

Congratulations to all the ensembles for their performances on Sunday at the Harris Theater. I (Dr.D) think 
that this was the best 1st concert we’ve ever had and we have tremendous potential this year!   

 

·  Prep Orchestra has greatly improved, again, and performed Beethoven Symphony 5 – 1st movement 
 well. 

·  Reading Orchestra performed with a conductor. 
·  Cadet Orchestra’s Syncopated Clock was “on time” and Farandole was exciting. 
·  Concert Orchestra is solid and made Berlioz and Copland proud! Tom Sharp, MYA Board President, 

 narrated eloquently. 
·  Symphony Orchestra continues to be something special and Pictures was OUTSTANDING – 

 professional level playing! To quote a guest who came to MYA for the first time – “ I came expecting 
 to hear a youth orchestra play Mussorgsky and left hearing Mussorgsky which just happened to be 
 played by a youth orchestra.” 

·  Big Band is to the Jazz Program what Symphony is to the Orchestra Program and Chorale is to the 
 Choral Program – something we all should be proud of as it examples the best of what MYA is all 
 about – the highest quality music performed by the most talented youth of the area! 

·  Jazz Orchestra is what the Big Band was last year! 
·  Jazz Ensemble is what the Jazz Orchestra was last year! 
·  Chorale’s performance was the best we’ve ever had at MYA – blend, balance, wonderful selections, 

 quality choral singing. Welcome back and thank you to Mr. Krauspe! 
·  Voices Rising continues to inspire us with their beautiful Path to the Moon as well as active and 

 exciting Polar Express! 
 

We shortened both concerts to 1 hour and 45 minutes, with the Intermission – certainly not a long time! We 
asked that families stay for their entire concerts. The reasons for this are as follows: 

 •

 Providing outstanding music experiences as well as educationally nurturing and socially 
supportive opportunities for students is the backbone of our mission at MYA.   

•

 One of the major pillars of MYA’s Philosophy – that we provide a socially supportive 
environment for all our students – is most directly affected by families leaving early. Just as 
every family supports every person in that family, everyone should support every other 
child’s musical interests as well. 

•

 Students can learn more from other students than from teachers. Learning how to do 
something from a colleague can be less stressful and more fun and allow students to feel 
free to ask questions more easily about the process. Watching other students do something 
can make it easier for a younger student to see themselves doing and make it more possible 
and reachable for them to do it themselves.   

•

 There are only three opportunities for families to experience the creativity and artistry of all of 
MYA Programs and for children in those families to see and hear the performances of both 
others, like them, who play in a similar ensemble, or students who perform in a totally 
different ensemble. We never know the similarities and differences students see or hear in 
concerts of different styles of music. We must know, however, that they are constantly 
absorbing information from the concert and rehearsal experience and so that part of the 
educational process is absolutely necessary. 

•

 MYA is very aware of security concerns that families face today and want to be responsible 
in making sure our students are safe.   

 

It is with those thoughts in mind that I asked every family to stay for the entire concert in which they attend 
or they have participants. So please, in the future, if a member of your family is scheduled to perform 
on a concert, set aside the 2 hours to attend as a family.   
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October, January/February and April/May Concert Attendance Policy: 
Orchestras, Bands, Choruses are expected to sit with their ensemble during concerts when they are not playing.  MYA will reserve seating at 
each concert for all performing ensembles to sit together.  Attendance will be taken and counted toward the next concert’s attendance record - 4 
allowable for February, 2 allowable for April/May concerts.  Please address any questions or conflicts to Allan Dennis. 
 

Chamber Music Musicales and Soiree Attendance Policy: 
Chamber ensembles are expected to attend the entire Musicale/Soiree on which they are performing, not to exceed 60-75 minutes in length.  
Please come early enough to warm up as an ensemble and be in the Soiree/Musicale when it begins, not warming up.  Attendance will be taken 
and future performance opportunities, scheduling and locations on the programs will be considered.  Please address any questions or conflicts 
to Allan Dennis. 
 - Dr. Dennis 
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Choristers, MYA’s beginning-level choral group, will be offering a FREE half hour session on Saturdays from 9:30-10:00 AM in the Kimee (Theory) 
Room, starting THIS SATURDAY. We thought this would be a great way to reach our Saturday crowds, as we see many younger kids wandering 
around waiting for their older siblings in rehearsal. So, if you’re around on Saturdays (or not), come give it a try! 

 
«­Ÿ�©]Ÿ�  ¢C±²¡ ©]§�š�¨�³µ´`ž]Ÿ�©
¨�¶]¤�·
¡ ©`¢0š�®�˜µ¯�’0°�œ

Honors Wind Symphony rehearsals begin this Sunday from 2:30-4:30 PM. Mark December 13th at 5:00 PM in your calendars - Star Medley at the 
beautiful Chicago Botanic Garden, featuring MYA Big Band and Honors Wind Symphony!
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Saturday, November 1, 3:30 PM - THIS SATURDAY! 
Illinois Quartet (Woodwind), University of Illinois 
 

The Illinois Quartet, founded in the fall of 2004, is comprised of woodwind faculty at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  The quartet’s members have individually carved prominent positions in the 
music world as soloists, and orchestral and chamber musicians.  Recent tours have taken the quartet to 
venues in Florida, Georgia, Korea, with an upcoming concert tour of Japan.  
 

As dedicated pedagogues, the Illinois Quartet specializes in residencies and working with all ages of 
aspiring musicians.  Students of the quartet populate orchestras and universities throughout the country, 
and are regular prizewinners at major competitions.  

 

Saturday, November 8, 3:00 PM 
Gavriel Lipkind, cello 
 

Sunday, November 9, 11:30 AM 
Avalon String Quartet 
 

Sunday, November 16, 11:30 AM 
Alice Schoenfeld, violin 
 

For more information, visit our Concerts & Events page on the website! MYA students interested in performing a solo should contact Mrs. D 
(mya@mya.org), and chamber groups should talk to their coaches.
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At our October 26th Concert, you had a chance to hear our big jazz ensembles (Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Orchestra and Big Band). Join us on 
November 14th with a more intimate look at our Jazz Program, including performances by all 6 of MYA’s jazz combos! 
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Join us for inspirational afternoons of chamber music at the MYA Center at Fort Sheridan! Here are next month’s soirees:
 

Sunday, November 2, 2:00 PM (MYA Center) 
 

Sunday, November 2, 2:00 PM  
Beyond The Fort Concert Series - Highland Park Library 
 

Sunday, November 16, 2:00 PM 
 

For more information, visit our Concerts & Events page on the website! 
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As of October 11th, we are now offering an additional Theory class for Concert and Symphony students from 3-3:30 PM on Saturdays, taught 
by Jim Ripley, Chair of the Music Department at Carthage College. We realize that some students have been unable to attend Theory classes at the 
11:00 AM time due to conflicts with rehearsals. If you are one of these students, we hope to see you at 3:00 on Saturday 



���������	�
���
�
����� � � ���

•�¦]    ¤�©`£
—�´`¤�©]¡ ©`·]¢0¥�£`¹µ°�’Æ¡ ©�•�ž`Ÿ�  ¥�º�ÇC  Ÿ]·�  ¥�³È¥�©]§	«­Ÿ�©`Ÿ�  ¢C±²¡ ©]§�š�¨�³�´`ž]Ÿ
©�¨
œ

 
Please Spread the Word! Midwest Young Artists is currently accepting applicants for its Choristers& Chorale Vocal Ensembles, and Honors Wind 
Symphony. Openings are posted on our website (interested students may register online or contact the MYA office at (847) 926-9898). 
 

Current Symphony members do not have to audition for Honors Wind Symphony. Rehearsals will begin on Sunday, November 2nd, 2:30-4:30 PM, 
and the first concert will be on Saturday, December 13th, 5:00 PM at Chicago Botanic Garden.
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Midwest Young Artists celebrates the 13th year of its annual Walgreens National Concerto Competition, held on December 28, 29, and 30th (if 
necessary)! Applications must be submitted absolutely no later than December 1st at 11:59 PM, or else they will not be considered. For more 
information, visit: www.mya.org/forms/competition.php. 
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This weekend is your last chance to order season tickets. The prices in the Season Brochure are at a substantial savings, and the more you 
buy, the more you save with the additional discount! Complete your order form and bring it in or mail it by November 2nd. If you prefer to pay by 
credit card, please go to our tuition payment page, www.mya.org/members/tuition.php,  and use "tickets" as your invoice  number. Don©t forget to 
send or bring in your form by Sunday!
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MYA Ensemble and Individual Photos are available to pick up. One of MYA’s friendly volunteers will be handing them out in the lobby on Saturday!
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The Grammy-nominated Chicago Chamber Musicians and Tony Award-winning Chicago Shakespeare Theater proudly present: 
 

Leaping Leopold! The Mozart Show 
By Bruce Adolphe 
Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
For ages 4 and up! 
 

Did Mozart become the most famous composer in the world all by himself or just maybe did his dad, Leopold, have something to do with it?  Enjoy 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s wonderful music and meet Leopold Mozart as he works his musician-making magic on everyone in the audience! 

 

 

 
 
 

To access the discount, mention/enter promotion code: MYA  
 Limit 4 discounted tickets. Offer subject to availability and cannot be used in combination with any other offers or on 
 previously purchased tickets 

 Ñ
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Wow! What great concerts last Sunday! It’s amazing how successful we are when everyone chips in! Thanks to all your help, the entire day ran 
smoothly! Listed below are the many volunteers who helped make it happen: 
  

A special thanks to our students who stepped up to help. Christian Schmidt/Sym helped load the truck on Saturday, played with Concert 
Orchestra, escorted the young members to their dressing room, and helped unload the truck back at MYA. Henry Lin/Con also helped load the truck 
at MYA, and sold raffle tickets during intermission. Hannah Andreasen/Sym/Chorale and Ivan Arden/Chorale/JazzO escorted the students to their 
dressing rooms. We had a wonderful showing of young people who sold raffle tickets. Thanks to Aryn Harmon/Cadet/VR, Ellyn Harmon/Reading,  
Grace Donahue/Read, Kevin Donahue/Read, Isabelle Tannenbaum/Read, Sophie(sister) & Maria Hodson/Read, Anatole Wiering/Cadet, Kate 
Klein/VR, Maggie Klein/VR, Theodore Mavrakis/Conc, Ian Pappas/Conc, Savitri Lazarus(sister of Samra/Sym), Samantha Spalek/Conc, Anna 
Leng/Conc who sold over $1900 in raffle tickets on Sunday. What a fantastic beginning for our raffle! We are really grateful for your help. 
 

Our gratitude also goes out to the many parents who helped throughout the long day. Ken Michaels(Kayla/Prep) was our stage manager for our 
early concert, arriving for the first dress rehearsal and coordinated everything back stage until the last notes were played for our 2:00 concert.  Saras 
Te(Ronald/JazzE & Ryan/Sym) also arrived for the first dress rehearsals, and stayed to help manage back stage for both concerts. By our 
calculations, that was a 12 hour day!  Pam Owens Harmon(Aryn/Cadet/VR, Ellyn/Reading)  was also invaluable, arriving at 8:00am to help answer 
parent’s questions and  check in students all morning long. She also helped to organize the efforts of the children who sold raffle tickets during 
intermission and donor party. She was helped with check-in by Dai Zhai(Joe/Conc), Scott & Rita Meland(Andrew/JazzO), Julie 
McMahon(Mollie/Con), Cynthia Funai(Heather/Sym), Tom Pandovani(Katherine/VR). We had a small group who efficiently stuffed the inserts into 

Saturday and Sunday 
November 8 and 9 
10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater on Navy Pier 
800 East Grand Avenue 

MYA members receive $2 discount! 
$15 children (12 and younger) 
$18 adults 
For tickets please call: 312-595-5600Or visit 
http://www.chicagoshakes.com/main.taf?p=2,32 
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the programs on Sunday morning, thank you Laurie Leja(Alicia/VR), Sue Meehan(Sean/JazzO), Scott Berkey(Daniel/JazzE), Andy Filipiak and 
Diane Durkin(Mitch/JazzO), Lynn Roth(Ronny/JazzE, Derek Brand(Cordelia/Conc), Thanks to all of the parents who chaperoned at the concert. It 
was our most efficient concert at Harris Theater because of Cynthia Karabush(Susan/JazzE), Renee & Wayne Hochberg(Jared/JazzE), Lisa 
Jacobs(Seven/JazzO), Lisa Peterman(Andy/JazzO), Nicole Carson(Ellory Longdon/Read), Ellen Distelheim(Isabelle Tannenbaum/Read), Mary 
Anne Donahue(Conor/Prep, Mary Rose/Prep/Cadet, Kevin/Read, Grace/Read), Deborah and Grant Peirce(Morgan/Read), Amy 
Mintz(Talia/Cadet), Genny Joyce(Max/Cadet), Shirley Xie(Katherine/Cadet), Rachel Witts(Ella/Cadet), Monica Friel(Eric/Prep), Una 
McGoeugh(Aidan Perreault/Prep), Mison Park(Sam/Prep), Nick Gao(Christopher/Conc), Kathy Berghoff(David/Conc & Dan/Chamber), Patti 
Brand(Cordelia/Conc), Tina Johnson(Nina/Sym & Stephen/Prep), Patricia Winter(Monica/VR), Maria Salinas(Steve Ortega/VR & Anabel/VR), 
Margaret DeWitt(Janelle/VR), Tracy Gordon(Amanda/Choristers & Zoe/VR), Jody & Rick Simmons(Marissa/Conc/Chorale), Marcia 
Rovani(Christine/Sym/Chorale), Jim & Julie Serenbetz(Kenan/BigB), Thank you Heidi Locker-Scheer(Tiffany/VR) for all the time you have spent 
on organizing Spiritwear including taking orders at the 2:00 concert. Wendy Rood(Miriam/Chorale) and Julie Serenbetz(Kenan/BigB) both helped 
take orders during the concerts. Thank you to those who helped load or unload the truck, Jeff & Bob(grandparent) 
Andreasen(Hannah/Sym/Chorale), Christel & Karl Schmidt(Christian/Sym). 
 

Of course, that was only one day of volunteers we have a whole months worth of people for whom we are grateful! Heidi Locker-
Scheer(Tiffany/VR), Mary Anne Donahue(Conor/Prep, Mary Rose/Prep/Cadet, Kevin/Read, Grace/Read), Natalie Jacobsen(Jessica/Chorale), 
Jody Simmons(Marissa/Conc/Chorale), Jennifer Leventhal(Eric/JazzO), Ken Michaels(Kayla/Prep), Owens Harmon(Aryn/Cadet/VR, 
Ellyn/Reading), Tracy Gordon(Amanda/Choristers & Zoe/VR), Bettina Swanson(Harrison/Prep), Lali Watt(Rian/Sym, Dale/Con & 
Liah/Prep/Con/VR), Charlie Mattenson(Sam/Sym) attended the PVO meeting, and carried out our plans for making our Harris Theater concerts run 
so smoothly. Jo Beckwith(Daniel/JazzE) decorated the lobby for Halloween. Liz Leman(Jason/Con & Abby/Cad) purchased and cares for the 
pretty, new table clothes for our concession tables, and she continues to set up concessions Every Saturday. Thank you to those who sell 
concessions on Saturday and Sunday including: Bobbi Goldman(Jarrett/VR & Blair/VR), Abby Edler(Marc/Prep), Dale Kaplan(Haley/Conc), 
Steven Katz(Tyler/Conc), Rosann Park Jones(Rachel/VR, Emily/Conc/Sym, Carrie/ConcSym), Connie Obrachta(Sean/Read & Carleigh/Chorale), 
Al Chow(Audrey/Conc), Phyllis Lubor(Sam/Prep & Brienne/Conc), Tina Johnson(Nina/Sym & Stephen/Prep), Melanie Turenne(Marc/Cad & 
Madeleine/VR),  Jody Simmons(Marissa/Conc/Chorale), Pamela Papillon(Julia/VR), Joy Piao(Chris Gao/Conc), Jennifer Li(Shannon He/Conc), 
Jeri Ashcraft(Katie/Conc), Susan O’Nan(Emily Murphy/Prep). Thank you to all who brought baked goods Patti Brand(Cordelia/Conc), Minjeong 
Choi(Grace/Prep), Julia Chertok(Lisa/Sym), Reid Wellensiek(Peter Sparks/Read). I think we are missing names on this baking list. Please be sure 
to fill out the volunteer log on-line or on the clipboard if you brought anything this includes those who brought goodies for Soirees or concerts. 
Thanks to all who helped  with the mailings. JoAnne Trimpe(Jack/VR), Melanie Turenne(Marc/Cad & Madeleine/VR), Carolyn & Matthew(brother) 
Pugliese(Lauren/Cadet), Phyllis King(Matt/JazzO), Jackie Lutz(Lydia/Cadet), Lan Li & Zhipeng Hao(Yiding Hao/Sym), Marian Gu(Henry 
Cao/Prep), Pam Mendelson(Jenna/Conc), Yul Li(Richard/Prep/Conc), Bessie & Joshua Chau(Saffron/Prep), Nancy Clark(Natalie/Cadet), 
Donghong Li & Yuying Wu(Gina Li/Prep), Patricia Winter(Monica/VR), Dale Kaplan(Haley/Conc), Gayle Gottfried(Gabriella/Prep), Rosann Park 
Jones(Rachel/VR, Emily/Conc/Sym, Carrie/ConcSym). We had many volunteers who took orders for Spiritwear during October, thank you, Jo 
Beckwith(Daniel/JazzE), Joyce Jasieniecki(Kevin/Sym), Marcia Rovani(Christine/Sym/Chorale), Julie Serenbetz(Kenan/BigB), Brenda 
Small(Megan Letkeman/Prep), Ann Mohn(Sammy/VR & Libby/VR). Tammy Lathan(Megan/Sym) coordinated the volunteers for the seating 
auditions for Cadet, Prep, and Concert. Brian & Kim Love(Spencer/Sym), Derek Brand(Cordelia/Conc), Cyndi Blumberg(Edwyn Bakke/Read, 
Rowena/Read, Torin/Cad, & Ari/Prep), Deb Rusnak(Elana/Prep), Yeulin Dai(Michael/Conc), Rachel Witts(Ella/Cadet), Steven Katz(Tyler/Conc), 
Charlie Mattenson(Sam/Sym) recorded the seating auditions, thank you! 
Thank you, Connor Donahue/Prep for continuing to help with our recycling. Thank you, Don Tunkl(Aliza/Alum) for taking care of our Building and 
Fish! Kamila Lada/Cadet, Meredith Stauber/Con helped out in the office. Leslie Flinn(Michael/jSym) was instrumental in putting our Super 
Newsletter together, she saved us a lot of time and stress, thank you   
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9 Benefit Meeting Saturday, Nov 1, 12:00 in the MYA basement. All are welcome! 
9 Soiree Hostess needed for this November 2, 9 & 16 as well as December 5, 14. The job entails setting out the baked goods and making it look 

nice. 
9 We’re looking for a DRIVER to occasionally transport two students between MYA and Lake Forest Academy on Saturdays. 
9 Adopt a School - We would like to print the school concert schedules in the newsletter each week. Please send your school concert schedule to 

Gena or Leslie Flinn, david_flinn@sbcglobal.net, who has volunteered to keep track of the information for us. This is the information we would like:  
School Name, City, Ensemble, Concert Date, Location, Web address for concert information (if there is one). 

9 Forms - Auction Donation, Spiritwear, Adopt a School, etc, may be found in the entry way of the back door by the newsletter, and are 
downloadable from the Members page of the MYA website. 

Please be sure and sign the volunteer log in the office or online (www.mya.org/support/volunteer.php) after you volunteer!  
 

Contact Gena (genaandreasen@mya.org) for all volunteer opportunities. 
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Save the Date for our Starry Night Benefit on February 28, 2009 at the Exmoor Country Club in Highland Park! 
Keep the auction cards and donation items coming! If you need another, we have them by the back door.  


