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Each year MYA celebrates the first rehearsal that they had on the 
2nd week in February. Although it is a belated birthday, MYA is 
celebrating its 14th Year!!!! Happy Birthday MYA!!! All students will 
get a special birthday gift this weekend during their large ensemble 
rehearsals!
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For new and current MYA members who wish to move up to the 
next ensemble this Fall, please note it’s time to prepare for your 
placement auditions held mid-March through late April!! Please refer 
to http://www.mya.org/programs/audition.php for details of the 
audition process, sign up procedures and requirements.  
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Sign up today! The Summer Music Festival is taking place at 
Elmhurst College from June 24 – July 20. We encourage all of you 
to take part in this wonderful musical environment over the summer. 
Workshops range from 1 week to 3 weeks in length. Please check 
out our website at www.mya.org/summer for more information. 
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Congratulations to the members of the MYA Chorale who 
participated in Carmina Burana with the Elgin Symphony Orchestra 
and Elgin Choral Union this past weekend. The concerts were a 
great success and our MYA singers represented the Chorale in 
superb fashion! 
 

The MYA Chorale will be back in full swing this Sunday with its 
rehearsal from 7:00-9:00 PM at the MYA Center in Fort Sheridan.  
The Chorale will be starting new music for its upcoming choral 
concert in May with Voices Rising, so everyone©s attendance is 
extremely important. Chorale members should bring any music they 
have not yet turned in, especially any Polyvetsian Dances or 
Carmina Burana scores that are still out. 
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VOICES RISING KICKOFF MINI-CAMP IN AUGUST! 
All members of Voices Rising who will be returning in the fall (along 
with all new members) are asked to attend our "Kickoff Mini-Camp" 
at MYA this August. The camp is scheduled for four days: Tuesday, 
August 14 - Friday, August 17, from 10 AM to 3 PM each day. Put it 
on your family calendar right away!! There is no additional cost for 
members-- it is included in your fall tuition. It will be a great way to 

get to know everyone, and there will be fun activities as well as 
sessions in vocal technique, musicianship, and choreography. 
The rehearsal time we©ll have will put us several weeks ahead in 
preparing for fall performances, including a return engagement 
with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra for "Welcome, Yule!" 2007 
(eight performances, December 14 - December 23)!    
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We are happy to report that the Green Dophin Street Jazz Club 
will be the venue for our Sunday, April 29, Big Band concerts 
with Sean Jones! This exciting near North Chicago jazz venue is 
easily accessible off the Armitage exit of the Kennedy on Ashland 
with parking next door. If you have purchased a booth for the 
HotHouse, you will be given preferential tables at this venue. 
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This week:  Mr. Solomonow will not be coaching this week. He 
encourages his groups to rehearse without him at their regular 
coaching times. Susan Cook will be subbing for Mr. 
Buckwalter’s 2:00 & 3:00 PM groups. Mandy Dennis will be 
subbing for Mr. Bassill’s 2:00 & 3:00 PM groups(Mr. Bassill will 
be working with the early music ensembles). 
Next week:  Paula Fischer and Mr. Solomonow will be absent. 
Charlie Pikler will be subbing for Mr. Solomonow. 
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Concert & Symphony Orchestra Sectional Schedule 
Concert 

1:30-3:00   Winds, Brass, Percussion (S. Rehearsal Hall) 
3:00-5:00   Violin 1 (Kimmee), Viola (Macey) 
5:00-7:00   Violin 2 (Kimmee), Cello (Macey), Dble Bass (Sharp) 

Symphony 
7:00-9:00   Winds, Brass, Percussion (N. Rehearsal Hall) 

Violin 1 (Kimmee), Violin 2 (Macey), Viola (Barkei), 
Cello (lobby), Dble Bass (Sharp) 
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Please note:  The Parent Tour Planning Committee meeting will 
be postponed until Saturday, March 17, at 2:00 PM.
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Symphony Orchestra reauditions are taking place on March 10 
for winds & March 17 for brass during orchestra. Any excerpt 
may be asked. 
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Beyond the Fort Chamber Music Concert at the Smart Museum of 
Art, University of Chicago, 5550 S. Greenwood Ave., at 2:00 PM. 



The Museum is located in Hyde Park. From Lake Shore Drive, take 
the 53rd Street exit and head west to Woodlawn, south on Woodlawn 
to 55th Street, and west on 55th Street to Greenwood. Visit 
http://maps.uchicago.edu/directions/masstransit.shtml for additional 
links and information. 
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There will be no orchestra or chamber music rehearsals on 
Saturday, March 31 and April 7. Voices Rising will be rehearsing on 
April 1. There will also be no rehearsals for all ensembles on 
Sunday, April 8. 
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Many thanks to everyone who worked on the Gala!  My most 
heartfelt thanks to Nic Meyer, Gary Fry, Sarah Barnes, Annie 
Chalex, Bruce Daugherty and Naomi Bensdorf for their assistance in 
having their students perform. Your students were hands down the 
stars of the evening! Thanks to all of you, we had the most 
successful fundraiser in MYA history. Because of everyone's hard 
work, MYA students are assured of quality programming for the 
coming year.  For those of you who were not able to attend the Gala, 
we hope to see you next year!         

Sincerely, Rhona Reagan 

A breakfast meeting will be held on Saturday, March 10, at 10:00 
AM for all the volunteers who contributed in any way to the auction 
and gala. The meeting will take place at Egg Harbor, 512 N. 
Western Ave. If you will be in attendance, please RSVP to 
genaandreasen@mya.org, as all parties must be present in order to 
be seated. We©d like your input on things that went well, and how to 
make it better next time. See you there!   
 

R

A+L C B(/ > >+. @

Thank you to all who helped MYA on Saturday Feb 24: 
g  Jim & Yvette Gan Stinehart  (James/Con), Donna 

Poucher (Josh/Con),  Kim Love (Spencer/Con), Sung Im 
Kim (Jackie Hong/Con), Christian Ramsey (Soren/Prep, 
Lydia/Con & Greta/Read), Jacqui Pritchard (Daniel/Con & 
MJ/Cad), for help with the Programs   

g  Donna Schardt (Alyssa/Sym), for the hours spent 
organizing and selling tickets for all our Concerts. 

g  Susan Chang (Stella Tu/Con & Victoria/Cad), Karen 
Chiodo(Anthony Chiodo/Con), Laura Wells (Erin/Con), 
Pam Owens Harmon (Aryn/Read & Elizabeth Owens/Sym) 
for their help selling tickets for the performances. 

g  Thanks to Becky Farnes, Jim Strzalka & (James 
Strzalka/Sym) for coordinating, buying, delivering and 
selling concessions at our concert. Thanks to those who 
helped sell the concessions: Monika Makoski 
(Melanie/Con), Robin Mandell (Noah/JazzE), Teresa & 
Kent Bergren  (Daniel/Sym), Irv Silverstein (Kevin/Cho), 
Joyce & Dennis Jasieniecki (Carl/Alum & Kevin/Sym) 

g  Larry & Liz Moore (Stanley/Sym), Cristel & Carl Schmidt 
(Christian/Con), Tom Flanagan (Rhiannon Flanagan-
Rosario/Cad), and J R Simpson (Shane/JazzO & 
Tessa/Chor) for their much needed assistance backstage. 

g  Brad & Linda Peacock (Meredith/Sym & Lauren/Sym) 
Saras Te (Ryan/Con), Julie Serenbetz (Kenan/JazzE), 
and Karl Anderson (Eric/Sym) for selling Spirit wear.  

g  Kathy Amato (Jack/Sym), Kathy Berghoff (Daniel /Sym 
& David/Prep), Jill Jaman (Ian/JazzE), Anne Feeney 
(Nicky/JazzE), Donna Feltner (Ben/Alum), Jan Quigley 
(Kristin/Sym), Cathy Popp (Zachary/Con), Susan 
Chang (Stella Tu/Con & Victoria/Cad), Wendy Quinn 
(Daniel/Con), and Joyce & Dennis Jasieniecki 
(Carl/Alum & Kevin/Sym) for your help selling Raffle 
tickets and gift certificates. We made $5400 on raffle 
tickets alone! 

 

Thanks to those who helped out on our rehearsal Weekends 
(names will be listed next week) 
 

A Big Thank you to all who volunteered in anyway to help 
make the Gala and Auction a huge success! We raised over 
$46,000 in the auction alone – the most ever! We’re still 
waiting to hear the final figures for the entire event.  
It all started with the fabulous coordinating efforts of Rhona 
Reagen/Gala Chair, Deena Stovall/Dinner Chair, and Kathy 
Berghoff(Daniel/Sym & David/Prep)/Auction Chair. Wow, what a 
team! They spent hundreds of hours of their valuable time 
coordinating every detail to make the evening enchanting in every 
way. 
 

Cathy Popp (Zachary/Con) and Anne Feeney (Nicky/JazzE) 
designed and coordinated the unique and exquisite set up of the 
auction display. They were aided in the final set up by Mary & 
Emil Baukert (Hannah/Con), Marcia Rovani (Christine/Con/VR), 
Pam Owens Harmon (Elisabeth Owens/Sym& Aryn 
Harmon/Read), Kathy Gurvey(Kara/JazzE), Wendy 
Koch(Hayley/Chor), Diane Fisher(Austin/Sym), Cythia 
Hallas(Ian/Sym), Mark Adamczyk(Rania/Cad), Mary Jo 
Biersteker(Laura/Sym), and Kathy Pappas(Estelle/Prep), and 
Renee Kunkel(Kevin/Sym) 
 

Acquiring all of the fabulous auction items didn’t happen without 
our solicitation committee’s dedication was lead by Kathy 
Berghoff. A special thanks to Elisa Kline(Hailey/VR) who shared 
her solicitation knowledge and skills with us, and donated many 
items. She coordinated the Ensemble baskets, which encouraged 
a record number of families to contribute to the auction. The 
following people spent hours gathering items for their ensemble 
baskets Symphony winds and Brass: Mary Jo 
Biersteker(Laura/Sym), Low strings and percussion: Gena 
Andreasen(Tessa/Sym & Hannah/Sym/Chor), Symphony violins: 
Donna Schardt(Allysa), Concert Orchestra: Jacqui Pritchard 
(Daniel/Con & MJ/Cad), Jazz Ensemble: Keith Gray (Emily/Chor 
& Erin/JazzE), Kristy Schuetter(Zach/JazzE), Jazz Orchestra: 
Daryl Nelms(Steven/JazzO), Prep: Liz Leman (Abby/Cad & 
Jason/Prep), Cadet: Cynthia Toohey (Abigail/Con/Prep & 
Molly/VR), Voices Rising: Elisa Kline(Hailey/VR), Big Band: Jo 
Beckwith(Andrew/BB & Sym), Susan Mayer(Ben Weiss/BB), 
and Loryn Kogan(Ethan/BB).  
 

We also thank the wonderful group of parents that helped light the 
spark for solicitation including Maureen Carson(Dan/Sym & 
Neil/JazzE), Susan Mayer(Ben Weiss/BigB), Wendy 
Deeter(Christine/Sym), Jacqui Pritchard(Daniel/Con & MJ/Cad), 
Adina Salmansohn & Eric Chapman (Ariel Chapman/Con & 
Raphael Chapman/Prep) Liz Moore (Stan/Sym), Beth 
O’Connell(Margaret/Cham), Rosann Park-Jones 



(Carrie/Prep/Con, Rachel/Prep/Con & Emily/Prep/Con), Tina 
Johnson(Nina/Sym), Niels Heemskerk(Melissa/Con/VR & 
Lars/Alum), Patti Brand (Cordelia/Prep), Jan Quigley(Kristin/Sym) 
and Cathy Wright (Sarah/Sym), 
 

Thanks to Judith Horowitz (Marcello Molinaro/Jazz O), over two 
hundred items were entered into our database. Barb Rothstein 
(Caroline/Sym), and Genny Joyce(Maxwell/Read) also helped with 
the data entry. 
 

Aldine Schwarzenbach(Bjorn/Con) graciously created and donated 
all of the beautiful centerpieces, and with Renee Kunkel(Kevin/Sym) 
and Mike Stovall helped Deena make the dining room look 
gorgeous.  
 

Pam Owens Harmon (Elisabeth Owens/Sym & Aryn 
Harmon/Read), Donna Feltner(Ben/Alum) were the smiling faces at 
our reception table, and Pam graciously handled the distribution of 
the certificates at the end of the evening. 
 

Thanks to Jan Quigley (Kristen/Sym) for organizing our raffle. It was 
a huge success. We raised over $5000 with the raffle alone!  
 

Thank you to Herb Munsterman(Shelby/VR), for creating the 
tantalizing live auction video and Mike Stovall for photographing the 
lovely evening. 
 

Rochelle Aschheim(Victoria/Alum) created the place cards with her 
beautiful script calligraphy. 
 

Thank you to Cathy and Mike Wright(Sarah/Sym) for putting 
together the thank you gifts for our volunteers and musicians. 
 

And we mustn’t forget to thank all of the young people who 
performed beautiful music that evening. We will have a list in next 
week’s newsletter.  
 

If we have left off anyone, please excuse us, and let us know so that 
we can be sure to properly thank you. 
 

Volunteer Opportunities   
Seating Auditions for Winds for Symphony and Concert (Please 
email genaandreasen@mya.org) 
 March 10  
 March 17 
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 Symphony Orchestra member, Billy Thoms, is performing 
Hummel’s Trumpet Concerto with the Elgin Youth Symphony 
Orchestra on March 18, 2007 at 7:00 PM. Tickets may be 
purchased at 847.622.0300. 

k

 2007 BP Community Scholarship Program for current high 
school seniors – please see bulletin board for more details. 
Application deadline is March 30, 2007. 

k

 Evan Fojtik, Concert Orchestra member, won the Chicago Flute 
Club Competition, Jr. Division, in November. As first place winner, 
he will be in recital at the Chicago Flute Club Flute Fair on March 11 
at Northeastern Illinois University; he©ll play: Sonata "Undine" by Carl 
Reinecke. He was also first chair flute in IMEA last fall.  

k

 Parents, please check out our bulletin board – directly outside of 
the MYA office -  for interesting tidbits of news!!! 
 

 


