What Thanksgiving Meansto Me 2006 - by Dr. D.

One of the reasons Thanksgiving is such a great time is because we take time to be with our families. Did you know that one of the
basic reasons why we started MYA was because Karen and | wanted to have a musical organization where our own children could
grow up in and be with other families and friends who we wanted themto be with? Yes, we wanted themto be in the finest musical
organization we could find but we wanted more than just that. We wanted themto also be in a nurturing social environment that felt
like a family.

A family thinks, works and plays together sharing mutual values and goals. A family feels confident that everyone is committed to a
common "good" for each member of the family, albeit each person's might be different. Each member makes sacrificesfor othersin
the family because we |ove them and want what is best for them.

That is exactly what | want for every member of MYA. The most smplewish | have for everyone isthat they feel they have a "home"
at MYA and that they are loved. They can be who they really are and they will be accepted. | want everyone to feel comfortable so
they aren't afraid to take chances to grow beyond what we are or think we are. | want us all to know that, if we don't succeed in
taking a chance trying something new, we will still have the support and opportunity to come back home to our family at MYA.

That means we all need to nurture unconditionally and encourage our |oved ones to step out and try to achieve beyond what we are
now. Because by pushing the envel ope of who we are now, we will grow to be a wonderful new person in the future. Just like the
caterpillar who spins a cocoon and then turnsinto a butterfly or a rainstormthat resultsin a rainbow, we, too, can evolve to be
something totally different fromwhat we are now. | hope MYA will be a part of that transformation.

So please have a wonderful Thanksgiving vacation. Make an extra effort to say "thank you" to othersin your family. Usethe
opportunity and time to build extra strong bonds between you and othersin your family. Talk, listen and just be with othersin your
family to both let them know how much you care about them as well astake time to feel their love for you.

This Saturday, November 18 @ 3:00 PMin the North
Rehearsal Room, please join a master class with Bill
Bauer, member of Ars Antigua, and early music
specialist on barogque viola & viola damore. He is the
artistic director of the St. Louis Baroque Festival and
Academy. IMr. Bauer has recordings with Deutsche
Grammophon, Polydor, and Naxas among others and
his recording of Caccini's La Liberazione was named
one of the “top ten best recordings of 1994” by the BBC

Music Magazine.

Mr. Solmonow and Ms. Bensdorf will not be coaching this
weekend; however they strongly encourage their groups to
rehearse by themselves during their scheduled coaching
time. Mandy Dennis will again be subbing again for Julie
Hscher.

REMINDER: Entry Fee and Application Deadline is Please make note that our next round of Prep Seating

December 1, 2006. To sign up go to: Auditions will take place on December 2from11:00to
VWWW.mya.org/competition/php. You must enter orHline by 3:00. They will take place on a first come first served
midnight on December 1, 2006. basis.

Please note: Concert & Symphony seating auditions
for 2nd Semester will begin January 13, 2007. Check
the Calendar!!!!



Rehearsal Schedule
November 18
Saturdays: 2:00—3:00 PM
November 25
9:30AM - NOON (8bb)
12:30 —3 PM L' Histoire
November 26: Final Rehearsal & Concert
at FHrst United Methodist Church, 516 Church St.,
Evanston, IL.
4:00—5:00 PM Early Music Dress Rehearsal
5:30—7:00 PMNew Music Dress Rehearsal
7:30 PM Concert

Tickets for the Early and New Music Ensemble Concert
on November 26 at 7:30 will be on sale this Saturday @
MYA on November 18 from 11:30 AMto 2:00 PM.
Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for students and seniors, and
all MYA students are entitled to a comp ticket for
themselves. Attending this concert would be a wonderful
way to end your Thanksgiving weekend! Tickets will also
be available at the door.

Tickets for the December 16 Concert at the Harris Theater
are available through the Harris box office at 312.334.7777.

Voices Rising sings for the Lions! On Friday, November 24,
Voices Rising will perform along with members of the
Chicago Symphony Chorus at the Art Institute of Chicago
for their annual @reathing of the lions. @At this event large
wreaths are placed around the necks of the farmous lion
statues in front of the art museum on Michigan Avenue.

Voices Rising members who are participating should meet
in the Rotunda of Symphony Center (you can enter from
220 S. Michigan or 67 E. Adams) at 9:30 a.m. sharp. We®
walk across the street to performat 10:00 am for the
ceremony (outdoors), and then move indoors to the Grand
Staircase to continue our program until approximetely 10:45
am Everything is open to the public.

Wear a white shirt, black pants, black shoes and socks, and
a colorful holiday scarf. Of course for the outdoor portion of
the program you may wear a warmwinter coat (preferably
©@ress@oat if you have one, but it is not necessary if you
don®have one).

We want to make a great impression so that we can
continue to be a part of this Chicago holiday tradition!

Agroup of 62 students, 17 parents and 8
alumni/chaperones have signed up to participate in
next summer’s concert tour to China and Korea. We
have reserved more space so Dr. Dennis and IVr.
Meyer would like to increase the size of the ensembles
as follows:

4 cellos; 2 trombones; 2 trumpets; 2 horns; 1 tuba;
1 oboe; 2 flutes; 1 clarinet; 1 piano (jazz)

We still have room, if you would like to join this concert
tour, but please turn in a sign-up formright away as we
have limited spaces still available and preferences will
be given to the above instrumentalists considering date
of sign-up and seating in section.

The reason we have been able to reduce the cost to
participate in the tour is because, for the first time ever,
MYA received a travel grant fromthe lllinois Arts
Council. This has enabled us to reduce the cost of the
trip for those students who signed up by the Novermber
1 deadline another $200, making their total cost $4,000
for three weeks. The cost for those signing up now is
$4200.

The grant does allow for us to offer financial assistance
based on our instrumental need and student financial
situation so we will also accept financial aid
applications with preference, again, going to the
instruments needed and seating in section. New
students who play the instruments listed above as well
as students who signed up before the November 1
deadline may apply for assistance with at MYA has
been exhibited. A confidential financial aid application
Is available on the MYA website, current members

page.

We continue to seek out additional support for the tour
with the hope that we may lower the cost even further.
Those who sign up by November 20 will be included in
any additional reduction of costs from either the current
$4200 (new respondents) or $4000 (by Novenmber 1
respondents) trip cost. If you have any additional
questions, please contact Vrs. D.

We will be doing many performances on this concert
tour; the core program will include Tchaikovsky's
Symphony No. 5, jazz big band charts thd, and a vocal
ensemble with chamber orchestra or ensemble
performing Chinese and Korean folk music. Other
repertoire will be added.



Going Once! Going Twice! MYA Auction needs your
help!
We are asking for every family’s help in making the auction
successful.

Solicit a donation. If every family in MYA can
obtain a $50 item for the auction, we will be halfway to our
financial goal. So please ask your favorite restaurant,
store, or theatre for a donation to the auction the next time
you are shopping. Other ideas include sports tickets, and
certificates for services like haircuts or portraits.

Make a donation. If you have a special skill or
expertise and would like to donate a service, merchandise
or even cash —this would be a great help,

Volunteer your time. Call Gena at MYA to find out
how you can help.

Share your ideas. Come to a meeting to
brainstorm solicitation ideas on Saturday, November 18 at
1.00at MYA. Call Gena at MYA, or Kathy Berghoff at
773.525.0053 with your ideas!

All volunteers at Saturday’s meeting will be treated to
samples of Deeter Cookies, one of our very successful
auction items last year.

Thank you also to those who helped with:
Building and Grounds Maintenance: Jeff McQuaid
(Brandon/Jazz Ensemble &Alana/Symphony), Gabi
Smith (Amanda/Moices Rising), Don Tunkl (Aliza/Alum)
Concert Help: Ken Michaels (Kayla/Prep), Sandy
Stoneham & Dick Bair (Nina Stoneham/Chorale &
Julia Bair/Symphony), Nina Simpson (Shane/Jazz
Orchestra)

Concessions and Baking: Joyce Allen
(Stephanie/Concert), Mary Baukert (HannalvConcert),
Patti Brand (Cordelia/Prep), Melinda Hoiland
(Britta/Concert), Kate Householder (Grace/Concert),
Phyllis Lubor (Brienne/Prep & SanmyCadet), Rosann
Park-Jones (Carrie/Prep/Concert, Rachel/Prep/Concer
& Emily/Prep/Concert), Marcy Petros (Zoe Ann/Cadet
& Sophie/Reading), Chris Ramsey (Greta/Reading,
Lydia/Concert & Soren/Prep), Grace Roy
(Christina/Concert), Adina Salmansohn (Ariel
Chapman/Concert & Raphael Chapman/Prep)

Data Entry: Sandy Stoneham & Dick Bair (Nina
Stoneham/Chorale & Julia Bair/Symphony)

Gala & Auction: Kathy Berghoff (Daniel/Symphony &
David/Concert), Hlisa Kline (Hailey/\Voices Rising),
Deena Stovall (Jessica/\Voices Rising),

Mailing: Jan Beugger & Erin Beugger/Cadet, Patti
Brand (Cordelia/Prep), Tom Hanagan (Rhiannon
Hanagan-Rosario/Cadet), Meredith & Bryan Haynes
(Robert/Cadet), Melinda Hoiland (Britta/Concert), Joan
Metthews (Lauren Williams/Symphony), Joan Montag
(Grandmother of Morgan/\Voices Rising), Pam Owens

Harmon (Elisabeth Owens/Symphony & Aryn
Harmor/Reading), Renee Pierson & Anna
Pierson/Reading (Matt/Cadet & Dar/Jazz Combo),
Sandy Stoneham & Dick Bair (Nina
Stoneham/Chorale & Julia Bair/Symphony), Carrie
Sweeney (Matt/Concert & Michelle/Cadet), Kazuko
Wakabayashi (Mariko/Concert)

Please log your hours on the clip board or on our website.
Remember each ensenble is in conmpetition to have the
greatest percent of volunteer involverment!

Volunteer Needs
Galaand Auction
Help with the Auction, contact Kathy Berghoff (773)
525-0053 ktberghoff@aol.com
Help with the Gala contact Deena Stovall - (847)
855-5209 catereddyou@aol.com

Mailing (In the Lobby — See Gena)

Mester Class (See Gena)
Set up chairs for Master classes on November
18, December 2, and December 9 at 2:30

and/or videotape and photograph

Sell Tickets (See Donna Schardt)
Saturday, November 18, 11:00—1:30
sell tickets in the lobby
Novermber 26, 7:00 at Hrst United
Methodist Church, Evanston — sell
tickets at the Early and New Music
Concert.

Walgreens Concerto Competition December 29 & 30
We need people to help on both days of the
Concerto Competition. Please contact Shoko
Uchida (847) 295-5690 hiruchd@aol.com
High School Students, this is a great way to get
your service hours in!

More IMEA Congratulations!!!
Congratulations to the following students that will be
participating in

IMEA Orchestra: Hllen Mangan, harp
IMEA Jazz Band: John Tucker, trumpet

Available for December 16 Concerts

If you are affiliated with a not for profit organization,
including churches and synagogues, that might be
interested in comp tickets to our December 16 family
oriented concerts, please let Susan Cook at
susancook@mya.org, know!! A limited nurmber of
tickets are available.




