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By Dr. Dennis 
I am SO proud of the October 29th concerts!  I’m also very 
pleased that you all were polite and acted like ladies and 
gentlemen so the staff at the Harris Theater commented 
positively about you as young adults as well as musicians! 
 
While everyone’s part of the program went well, I must 
comment on the improvement in all 3 of the big bands as 
well as Voices Rising and the Chorale.  I cannot remember 
a better concert by any of these groups.  Yes, the Orchestra 
Program should be proud and the Brahms Symphony #4 
was exceptional, but I think every group reflected the 
emphasis on quality music experiences that is our primary 
goal at MYA!   
 
So “thank you” for providing our audience and your parents 
with a great deal to rave about!!!  Please keep up the great 
work and let’s continue to perform concerts that reflect your 
talents and hard work, your parents’ support of your talents, 
and MYA’s dedication to providing you a nurturing 
educational and supportive social environment in which you 
can grow!   
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The 2nd Sunday Soiree will be held this Sunday, 
November 5 at 2:00 PM.  Check with your chamber music 
coach to see if your ensemble is performing!  
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On Saturday, November 4 @ 3:00 PM in the North 
Rehearsal Room, please join MYA Alum, Jeremy Black 
(’96, violin).  Jeremy is first violinist with the Pittsburgh 
Symphony and concertmaster of Grant Park Symphony.  A 
Case-Western computer science/math major, Jeremy might  
also share a little of his career path with interested 
students.  The following quartets will be performing: 

·  Emily Lutter, Alex Hoffmeyer, Erin Kulesus, 
Caitlyn Trevor 

·  Anna Zhou, Rian Watt, Hillary Lindwall, 
SpencerLove 

·  Mae Barriff, Erica Hudson, Madeline Sharp, 
Martin Nocedal 

All are encouraged and welcome to attend! 
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This Saturday, November 4, Paul Bhasin will be 
substituting for Peter Kupfer as he is attending a 
conference in Los Angeles.  Mandy Dennis will be 
substituting for Julie Fischer’s chamber music 
ensembles November 4 and 11.  Ms. Fischer will be 
subbing in the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra. 
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If you received a parking ticket last weekend for parking 
in a fire zone, you may take your ticket to the Police 
Department at Highwood City Hall and they will delete it 
from their system.  There are four parking places in 
front of the building where you can park; just be sure 
you don©t park where the yellow paint is on the 
curb.  Please do not park in the drive in spaces directly 
next to the art studio on the north side of the parking 
lot.   
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Please make note that our next round of Prep Seating 
Auditions will take place on December 2 from 11:00 to 
3:00.  They will take place on a first come first served 
basis.   
 
Please note:  Concert & Symphony auditions for 2nd 
Semester will begin January 13, 2007.  Check the 
Calendar!!!! 
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Rehearsal Schedule 
Saturdays:  2:00 – 3:00 PM 

November 4 
November 11 
November 18 
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November 26: Final Rehearsal & Concert @ First United 

Methodist Church, 516 Church St., Evanston, IL. 
4:00 – 5:00 PM Early Music Dress Rehearsal 
5:30 – 7:00 PM New Music Dress Rehearsal 

7:30 PM Concert 
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The next Jazz Links Jam Session, hosted by the Jazz 
Institute of Chicago, will be held on Wednesday, 
November 8. NEW LOCATION:  Jazz Links Jam Sessions 
are now held at the Chicago Cultural Center, on the 1st 
floor, Randolph Street side.  This is a great opportunity to 
meet other young musicians, play standards, and hone your 
skills! 
 
The 1st MYA Combo Concert will be held next Friday, 
November 10 at 7:30 p.m., at the MYA Center.  Please 
make sure this is on your calendar, and invite your family 
and friends!!!  Remember that all music must be memorized 
by next week! 
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Tickets to the Early and New Music Ensemble Concert 
on November 26 will be sold @ MYA on November 18 
from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM, and at the door on the 26th.  
MYA participants are entitled to 1 complimentary ticket for 
themselves.  Ticket prices are $10 for adults and $5 for 
students/seniors. 
 
Tickets for the December 16 Concert at the Harris Theater 
are available through the Harris box office at 312.334.7777.   
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IMPORTANT REHEARSAL TIME CHANGE: On Sunday, 
November 12, we will start rehearsal a half-hour earlier at 
4:00 PM.  This is the day that Maestro Duain Wolfe, who is 
conducting our "Welcome, Yule!" program with the Chicago 
Symphony, is coming to work with us.  Additionally, the 
staging director and choreographer for the show are 
coming, and hope to get us started on our feature number, 
"The Twelfth Elf." It is crucial for you to know your part 
for "The Twelfth Elf" perfectly and have it memorized 
for this rehearsal! 
 
Show Choir: The MYA Voices Rising Show Choir is 
forming!  Auditions are after rehearsal on Sunday, 
November 5, for 7th and 8th grade members only.  If we 
don©t get 16 members, we©ll open membership to 5th and 
6th graders.  We©ve been invited to perform holiday music 
for the Field Museum©s Children©s Holiday Celebration on 
December 7, and we may also find other places to perform! 

 
More invitations: Check your calendars; there is a 
possibility Voices Rising will perform for the lighting of 
the tree at the new Macy©s downtown on Saturday, 
November 11 (noonish). We©ve also been asked to 
perform for the ©wreathing of the Lions© at the Art 
Institute on Friday, November 24 (morning). There is 
usually television coverage at both of these events. We 
will only do these engagements if enough members are 
available, so your quick response is important. Bus 
transportation would be provided for the Macy©s event, 
but we don©t know yet about a bus for the Art Institute 
(that©s also the day after Thanksgiving, when many of 
you may be out of town). But let us know your 
availability ASAP!! 
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Want to help?  Contact: genaandreasen@mya.org or 
Deena Stovall, catered4you@aol.com  (PVO Gala 
Committee Chair).  We need help from all MYA families 
soliciting donations for the live and silent auctions!  A 
great time to do this is while you’re eating out and doing 
holiday shopping.  Auction donation forms and a 
solicitation letter are downloadable from our website at 
mya.org/giving/gala. 
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Sunday was a rewarding day of wonderful music, and 
with our volunteer’s help everyone was where they 
were supposed to be. Please give Gena Andreasen 
feed back on what went well, and what we can do to 
improve the operation next year. We would like to 
recognize and thank: Jin Choi (Jonathan/Jazz 
Ensemble), Jack Clinkman (Andrew/Big Band), Mike 
& Mary Anne Donahue (Connor/Cadet, 
Grace/Reading & Mary Rose/Reading), Terry & 
Dolores Duggan (John/Cadet), Mike & Pam 
Fennewald (Elizabeth/Reading), Tom Flanagan 
(Rhiannon Flanagan-Rosario/Cadet), Joan Garner 
(Callie/Cadet), Valerie Golden (Angela/Alum & 
Kevin/Concert), Debbie Gray (Erin/Jazz Ensemble & 
Emily/Chorale), Deborah Guice (Jessica/Cadet), 
Elisabeth Hodson (Maria/Reading), Robert Jamen 
(Nick/Jazz Ensemble), Steve Katz (Tyler/Prep), Cindy 
Kraft (Rebecca/Voices Rising), Heidi Locker-Scheer 
(Tiffany/Voices Rising), Phil Masur (Rebecca/Alum),  



 
 
Carol McCardell (Ben Solomon/Jazz Orchestra), Pam 
Owens Harmon (Elisabeth Owens/Symphony & Aryn 
Harmon/Reading), Rodney & Sherri Owens 
(Catherine/Symphony & Will), Chris Ramsey 
(Greta/Reading, Lydia/Concert & Soren/Prep), Mark 
Ricciardi (Lauren/Symphony), Marcia Rovani 
(Christine/Concert/Voices Rising), Bruce Schafernak 
(Allison/Concert/Jazz Orchestra), Bruce Scheer 
(Tiffany/Voices Rising), Kathy Smith 
(Tess/Symphony/Chorale), Saras Te (Ryan/Concert), 
Diane Thoms (Billy/Symphony & Johnny /Prep), Jeff & 
Nancy Wagner (Michael/Concert). We apologize if we 
missed anyone; please let Gena know so that she can 
make sure that you get your hours recorded, and we can 
thank you. 
 
A big THANK YOU to Donna Schardt (Alyssa/Symphony) 
for the hundreds of hours that she put in organizing, 
sending out and fielding question about the season tickets! 
 
Phil Mazur (Rebecca/Alum) is greatly appreciated for 
driving the truck down to Harris Theater, helping all day, 
driving the truck back to MYA, and unloading it after the 
concert with the help of Mike Wright (Sarah/Symphony). 
Our Heroes! 
 
Another big THANK YOU to Linda Peacock 
(Lauren/Symphony & Meredith/Symphony) for hours and 
hours of work on selecting spirit wear, compiling orders, 
checking boxes of delivered items, and sorting orders for 
distribution. 
 
Thank you also to those who helped with: 

Š  Adopt a School: Elisabeth Hodson (Maria/Reading), 
Meredith Haynes (Robert/Cadet)  

Ann Brennan ( Will Haffner/Symphony & Claire 
Haffner/Concert) 

Š  Concessions and baking: Jan Beugger (Erin/Cadet), 
Kathy Berghoff (Daniel /Symphony & David/Prep), 
Diane Thoms (Billy/Symphony & Johnny /Prep), Mary 
Lou Feick (Hannah/Symphony), Judy Bundra 
(Sarah/Reading), Kirsten Michelotti (Camille/Prep), 
Alice Pak (Tyler/Cadet), Marcia Rovani 
(Christine/Concert/Voices Rising), Jennifer Leventhal 
(Robin/Cadet & Eric/Jazz Orchestra), Kate 
Householder (Grace/Concert), Steve Yadanza 
(Emily/Prep)  

Š  Data Entry: Barb Rothstein (Caroline/Symphony)  
Š  Picking up and Loading the Truck: Jeff & Bob 

Andreasen (Tessa/Symphony & Hannah/Symphony), 
Ian Watt (Rian/Cadet, Dale/Prep & Liah/Concert)  

 
 

 
 

Š  Building Maintenance & Clean-up: Heidi Simon 
(Rachel/Prep & Kendall/ Symphony), Don Tunkl 
(Elisa/Alum),  

Š  Program Stuffing: Tom Flanagan (Rhiannon 
Flanagan-Rosario/Cadet), Liz Leman (Abby/Cadet 
& Jason/Prep), Marcia Rovani 
(Christine/Concert/Voices Rising)  

Š  Publicity: Mary Lou Feick (Hannah/Symphony), 
Tom Flanagan (Rhiannon Flanagan-
Rosario/Cadet), Karen Franco 
(James/Symphony),  Elisabeth Hodson 
(Maria/Reading), Dave Kalensky (Fiona/Reading), 
Rene Kunkel (Kevin/Symphony), Carol McCardell 
(Ben Solomon/Jazz Orchestra)  

 
 

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
Video Taping (See Gena) 

·  We’re looking for people to video tape the 
master classes November 4 from 3:00 – 5:00 in 
the South Rehearsal Hall. 

·  We are looking for someone to video tape the 
soiree on November 5; arriving between 1:00 
and 1:30 to set up the equipment for a 2:00 
concert. 

Auction Solicitation Chair 
·  Organize solicitations for the March 3 Gala 

(See Gena for more information) 
CD & DVD Distributions 

·  Distribute DVD & CD orders when they are 
available 

Master Class Set up (See Gena) 
·  Set up chairs for Master class on November 4 

and 18 
Jazz Combo Concert Set up 

·  Set up and decorate for jazz combo concert on 
November 10.  We need someone to sell 
concessions as well. 

Recycle Please help us do our part to take care of the 
environment! 

·  Boxes of paper – at back door. 
·  Plastic, glass & aluminum – if you can take a 

bag at the door, please do!   Please take them 
home with you and add them to your recycling 
bins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Volunteer Race 
Ensemble # 

Families 
# 

Volunteered 
% 

Fulfilled 
Reading 35 17 49% 
Cadet 37 20 46% 
Prep 61 21 34% 
Concert 110 38 35% 
Symphony 136 37 27% 
Jazz 
Ensemble 17 7 41% 

Jazz 
Orchestra 

20 5 25% 

Big Band 11 4 36% 
Voices 
Rising 

66 11 17% 

Chorale 34 5 15% 
Please log your hours on the clip board or on our website.  
Remember each ensemble is in competition to have the 

greatest percent of volunteer involvement! 
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Hear MYA Alum, Krista Stewart, on Sunday, November 12 
@ 7:00 PM in Northwestern’s Pick Staiger Concert Hall. 
This spring Kista was Bronze Medalist in the Fischoff 
Chamber Music Competition and in 2005 she was Senior 
winner of MYA’s Walgreens Concerto Competition.  She will 
be performing Sibelius’ Violin Concerto with the Chicago 
Philharmonic Orchestra.  Tickets are $10 per balcony ticket 
@ 847.866.6888.  Please mention that you are affiliated 
with MYA. 
 
More IMEA Congratulations!!! 
Congratulations to the following students that will be 
participating in  

IMEA Orchestra:  Martin Inch, percussion 
IMEA Band:  Zach Schuetter, trombone; Dan 

Carson, double bass 
 
Holiday Music of the Silk Road 
Do you belong to a church youth group?  A great field trip 
would be to have your group attend a Holiday Music of the 
Silk Road concert at Harris Theater in Millennium Park on 
December 16.  We are also preparing a bibliography of 
information on the different religions that will be represented 
on the program.  It’s an opportunity to learn and discuss the 
beliefs we share and to celebrate all the religions that co-
existed on the ancient Silk Road!  If you would like to 
contribute a website or reference for the resource listing we 
are putting together, or if you would like a ticket order form 
to take to your youth group leader, please see or contact 
Mrs. D. 
 

 
 
Complimentary Tickets Available for December 16 
If you are affiliated with a not for profit organization that 
might be interested in comp tickets to our December 16 
family oriented concerts, please let Susan Cook at 
susancook@mya.org, know!!!  A limited number of 
tickets are available.
 


