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MYA has long had a “family focus” when it comes to how we run the organization.  Thus our mission remains to build 
a home with the power of music to enrich the lives of our students and communities.  I am writing this today to re-
establish two important aspects of our family/community that have been pillars in creating the atmosphere that I am so 
very proud to be a part of.  And I want everyone to know that these are issues that we can address together.  Just as we 
do with our families at home, we can act on them here, at MYA as well.  And just as there is open discussion at home 
on issues, I ask you to feel free to discuss these issues here with me, Karen, staff, faculty, students, parents, visitors, etc. 
 
The first involves Patrick Pearson-our wonderful conductor, Director of the Fine Arts Day Camp and my dear friend.  
On the Saturday before holiday break Mr. Pearson’s coat turned up missing – I really do not want to say it was taken, 
but it still has not been found.  It included his wallet, PDA, and phone.  He usually hangs it in the South Rehearsal hall 
but when he went to go home, his coat was not there.  His hat was still placed on the shelf above the coat, but there was 
no coat.  It would have been almost impossible to confuse it for someone else’s leather jacket because it had a lighter 
coat in it that he used somewhat as a lining.  Besides, it contained all his stuff.   
 
I don’t want to think that anyone took it on purpose but it still has not shown up.  I am very upset by this and am 
actually quite emotional as I’m writing this.  I don’t want to think that anyone who comes into our loving, caring, 
supportive and nurturing environment would want to do this so I refuse to give up on finding it.  I suggest the lesson 
I’ve learned from it is to please watch your stuff.  I want MYA to be a safe haven for all of us, so do your best to make 
it a positive experience by keeping your belongings close to you. 
 
The second issue has to do with keeping the building clean, usable and a pleasure to be in.  For the past few weeks, but 
especially last week, the lobby behind the big screen TV was so messy and dirty that I had to ask some students from 
Symphony Orchestra to help me pick it up.  Honestly, it was disgusting.  On this issue, I’m upset because I’ve asked 
everyone to help us keep the building picked up and, yet, some don’t do that.  Rather than being let down or feeling as 
though the safe haven environment that I want MYA to be known for is being lost, in this case I’m angry.  If we cannot 
keep that room clean, we will close it and not allow students to watch videos or TV.  We don’t have a regular janitor 
and try to save $ by cleaning only 1X a week so, when others don’t keep it clean, it takes energy, time and resources 
from our staff, including me, to pick up after whoever is leaving the mess.  In addition, our building looks bad! 
 
So I am asking everyone – students, parents, teacher, staff, EVERYONE – to help us keep the lobbies clean, picked up 
and pleasant for all peoples’ use.  Parents, please take time to talk with your children about this; older students, please 
talk with younger ones and work with them in picking up; faculty and staff, please check out the lobbies when you 
walk through and ask to keep them clean.  I do not want anyone to “tattle” as to who is leaving them a mess but I do 
want everyone to be responsible for making MYA a beautiful, safe, fun and wonderful place to come! 
 
It’s up to all of us to make MYA the wonderful environment and place that I think it has always been and should be. 
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Saxophonist Jim Gailloreto Shares Showcase  
with MYA’s Jazz All-Stars  
Sunday, February 05, 3:00 PM  
Saxophonist Jim Gailloreto will take the stage with the MYA 
jazz students at 3:00 p.m., on Sunday, February 5, 2006 at 
Andy’s Showcase (11 East Hubbard, Chicago, 312-642-6805). 
Tickets are available at the office or at www.mya.org/season!  
Remember-ALL MYA members receive free tickets for all 
MYA concerts-so get your groove on with your jazz 
buddies! 
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Lighten the load! Share a donation with another family. 
We would love to have group donations. One person might 
be a good party planner, another might have a space they 
would like to donate and another might have decorations to 
donate and Voila!-you have a party! Keep the wheels 
turning and the donation forms coming. We have 58 items 
donated to date. A sneak preview of a few items:   

One week stay in Taos-NM, Hand-knit scarf,  
& Dr. Dennis Dinner Delivery 
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Additional information for all students going!    
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Attention Concert and Symphony Orchestra Members!  
Changes to the Sectional Schedule for February: 
January 22, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Symphony Winds/Brass, Percussion 
January 29, 5-7:00 p.m.  

Concert Violin I, II, Viola, Cello, Bass 
January 29, 7-9:00 p.m.  

Symphony Violin I, II, Viola, Cello 
January 29, 7-9:00 p.m.  

Concert Winds and Brass 
February 5, 7-9:00 p.m.  

No sectionals! 
 

Seating Auditions Coming Up for Prep, Concert & 
Symphony! 
January 21 – Violin I & II 
January 29 at 1:00 p.m. – Symphony Percussion 
February 4 – Viola, Cello, & Bass 
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Chorale Rehearsals  
January 22 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.  MYA (Chet Alwes) 
January 29 2:00 – 4:30 p.m.  MYA 
February 4 12:00 –1:30 p.m. MYA (with Symphony) 
February 5  2:00 - 4:30 p.m.   MYA 
 
We have a change in our rehearsal for Chorale on February 5. 
New rehearsal time is from 2-4:30 p.m. as usual. This way you 
can watch the super bowl. Please change your schedule! 
 
 

Choristers 
The Choristers will be performing at both concerts 
on February 18. They will sing with the Concert 
Orchestra at 3:00 p.m. and with the Symphony, 
Chorale, and U of I Concert Choir at the 7:30 p.m. 
concert. Dress Rehearsals for that day are 9:15 a.m . 
(Concert Orchestra) and 12:00 p.m. (Symphony 
Orchestra) The dress rehearsals are mandatory to 
perform in the concerts.  
 
No Chorister or Chorale rehearsal on February 12  – 
University of Illinois Tour! 
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Bob Lark , Director of Jazz Studies from DePaul 
University, is coming to work with the MYA Big Band 
on Sunday, January 29 at 5:00 p.m. Jazz Ensemble and 
Orchestra students are welcome to attend.  
 

No jazz theory, jazz ensemble, jazz orchestra, or big 
band on Feb 5th due to the combo concert at Andy's 
Lounge 
 

Next Jazz Links Jam Session at the Chicago HotHouse 
(31 E. Balboa, Chicago) will be on February 8 from 5-7:00 
p.m.  
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Sonata Class Schedule Today and Tomorrow: 
1/21: only 3 p.m. meet 
1/22: only 1 p.m. & 2 p.m. meet 
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Why go anywhere else when you have the best 
summer opportunity here at MYA? Apply NOW to the 
MYA Summer Music Festival at 
www.mya.org/summer ! Work with outstanding faculty 
and guest artists! Remember-MYA students do NOT 
need to audition for placement into the Summer 
Music Festival programs!  
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A big thank-you to Candy Rose  (Brian, Alum) for 
helping with the weekly mailing. 
 
A huge thank-you to all who helped with the Stamp 
and Address Mailing: Dave Kalensky (Fiona, viola, 
Reading),  Fiona Kalensky (viola, Reading) , and 
Tommy Kalensky, Bonnie Katz-Keeshin  (Harrison, bass, 
Concert; Rebecca, violin, Reading) , Kathy Kompass 
(Sara, voice, Choristers),  Marcia Rovani (Christine, 
violin/voice, Concert Choristers).   
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Check-Out Music Books at the NEW MYA Library!  
Thank you to Martha Birkhold  (Melissa, bassoon, Symphony) 
for setting up a little music book lending library in the lobby.  
MYA students and parents are welcome to check out any of 
these books (one at a time). There is a sign-out notebook on top 
of the bookshelf. 
  

Work-study position open!  
Interested in learning how to tune a harpsichord? Well, 
here’s your chance. We need a student to tune the 
harpsichord when needed. Learn from an expert the basics 
of harpsichord tuning and maintenance!����
�
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