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1. Wow, the concerts last Sunday were excellent! | was VERY pleased with the groups
and you MYA members! The reaction from the audience was well deserved and
appropriate for your performances and efforts.

Dr. D’s Holiday Thoughts

2. As | was snooping around at home trying to find whe re my wife had hidden (I hope
she’s got it already!) my Christmas present last nig  ht while she was working late, |
stopped and thought to myself“  what are you doing  ?”.

3. Friday morning while driving to MYA | heard a news a rticle on NPR about reaching

“mid-life crisis”. (No, I've already passed itsol 'm not going to go out and buy a sports
car!) They were suggesting that ways to work yoursel f through the crisis include
thinking about where and who you are differently — to sort of accept yourself as you
are. In addition, they suggested relying on your frie nds and family and realize their
importance in your life and balancing time to be wit h your family and at work.

Now, you might ask, how are these three issues relat ed? As usual, MYA provides the answer!!
(the trumpets sound: ta ta ta taaaaa ta taa)

The answer is that you, all of you — students, pare  nts, office staff, the great music we work on
and perform, the wonderful locations we play, the t ours we take....... — are my presents, my
family and the reason | am so happy! It's right the re in front of me all the time.

Sure, there are a lot of stresses and responsibilit ies that go with my job but my best present is
that I'm so happy doing what | do every day! | gett o0 make great music with wonderful
people!

So, even before Christmas, thank you!
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Attention: Nick Hersh, Ryan Hansen,
Consuelo Salazar: Please pick up your
spirit items in the lobby.
Don’t miss the year’s last Sunday Soiree
at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 18 at
the MYA Center! Free!
Don’t forget to hear some of the nation’s
best musicians at the Walgreens Concerto
Competition from 9 a.m.-5:00 p.m. on
Thursday, December 29 and Friday,
December 30 at the mya center. Tickets are
$5/adult & $2.50/student/senior.

Don’t miss your chance to help make this holiday
season bright for the Greater New Orleans Youth
Orchestra (GNOYO). This year, the annual
Midwest Young Artists Come Home for the
Holidays Alumni Concert  will raise money for
GNOYO to help cover the 60 instruments that were
lost or ruined from the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina. A donation will be taken during the concert
and half of the proceeds will be given to the
GNOYO and the other half to the assist in the
renovation of the organ at the First United
Methodist Church. The concert will take place at
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 28, at the
First United Methodist Church in Evanston (516
Church Street, Evanston, 847-864-6181). Visit
www.mya.org for more information.

We are looking for items to be donated to thetfdYiAca
the first annual benefit gala on Saturday, Matstgdal

is to have each family donate an item that may be
auctioned off during the fundraiséfe already have
several great donations: a one year membédrstBotanic
Gardens, 7 hours of personal training at Symesga Sp
dinner with Karen and Allan Dennis and many more
interesting items. MYA is a wonderful programvaottiw
appreciate everyone’s support. There are infdrfiyatis
available on the MYA website for any friendrfaosil
workers who may also be interested in a ddeaserdrBp
off any donations to the MYA office as sooribies pditk
your help this fundraiser will certainly besa.sTicaek you
for your cooperation.

Encourage your friends to audition for the
exceptional MYA Choral Program! We will be
auditioning for new members of Chorale and
Choristers on Sunday, January 8 from 3-4:00 p.m.
Send your friends to the audition page on the
website to fill out an audition form and sign up for
an audition time. For this year only we are offering
a 50% reduction in tuition for all current members of
other ensembles. Spread the word about our
fantastic and one-of-a-kind program.
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Choristers Welcome Yule!
Bus pick up and drop off times

MYA Edens Edens MYA
DATE Center Plaza Plaza Center
Dec.17 12:00PM 12:20PM 9:15PM 9:30PM
Dec. 18 12:00PM 12:20PM 6:00PM 6:15PM
Dec. 21 4:00PM 4:20PM 9:15PM 9:30PM
Dec. 22 12:30PM 12:50PM 6:00PM 6:15PM
Dec. 23 12:00PM 12:20PM 9:15PM 9:30PM
*Chorale
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There is a Soiree on Sunday, January 8 at 2:00 p.m. We
would love to have singers. Please email Robert Bassill
robertbassill@yahoo.com if you are interested in
performing. He will need name of the piece, composer,
accompanist and length of it

Robert Bassill'9, 10 and 11 groups will not be meeting
this weelRaula Fischergroup WILL meet.

If there is anyone interested taking SonatatiClass w
Tatyana Stepanova, please eahaitbassill@mya.org
with your name, instrument and sonata youeatould lik
play. There are only a few openings so thilledl be
on a first come, first serve basis!




Attention Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Orchestra,
and Big Band - we will rehearse on
December 18th. New music will be
passed out, which will need to be
practiced over the holiday break, so
please make sure you attend.

Jazz Combo musicians: Your pre-new
year's resolution should be to have all
your combo tunes memorized before
the new year. Remember that our next
performance is on February 5th at
Andy's jazz club, and will feature guest
artist Jim Gailloreto. February will be
here before you know it!
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We made an archival videotape of last weekend'’s
concerts and will show it in the lobby when we have
it from Mr. Ingold. No recordings of this concert will
be available for sale because of union regulations.
We are investigating having future recordings made
available in MP3 files at a low cost. We will let you
know if this works out. In the meantime, we want

to clear out CDs from past MYA concerts.

Check out the collection in the lobby-all

available CDs are $10-cash and carry!
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Thank you to everyone who helped stuffed programs:

Cliff Rot (John, piano, chamber), Kathy McHugh (John, cello, Cadet), Beatriz Snow (Alan, violin, Prep; Elena,
cello/voice, Symphony/Chorale) Dave Kalensky (Fiona, viola, Reading), Ruth Buddenhagen , Ruth Pikler (Amy, violin,
Concert).

Thank you to all who helped with concessions:

Joan Matthews (Lauren, oboe, Concert/Symphony), Gayle Gottfried (Gabrielle, violin, Reading), Maria Belciak-Sniezek
(Konrad, cello, Prep), Judith Horwitz (Marcello, trumpet, Concert), Sue Gaynor (Natalie, violin, Concert), Karen Nutt
(David, violin, Symphony)

Thank you to so many parents who took time on conce rt day last Sunday to help out backstage!!!

Jill Paulson (Ben, percussion, Concert); Pam Owens (Elizabeth, violin, Symphony); Saras Te (Ryan, clarinet, Prep);
Donna Schardt (Alyssa, violin, Concert); David Keeshin (Harrison, bass, Jazz/Concert); Mike Wright (Katy, violin, '05
Alum, and Sarah, percussion, Concert); Diane Thoms (Billy, trumpet, Symphony, and Johnny, trumpet, Cadet); Clark
Chaffee (Sarah, cello, Symphony); Natalie Jacobsen (Elizabeth, violin, Symphony); Steve Posegate (Thomas, bass,
Concert); Christian Ramsey (Lydia, viola, Concert; Greta, viola, Reading; Soren, viola, Prep); Carrie Sweeney (Matthew,
violin, Prep); Henrietta Saunders and Richard Day (Richard, flute, Concert, and Charlie, violin, Prep); Terry Duggan
(John,violin, Cadet); Maureen Carson (Daniel, bass, Concert; Neal, sax, Jazz); Gena Andreasen (Tessa, viola,
Symphony, and Hannah, Chorale and cello, Concert); Barry Zweibel (Andy, trumpet, Big Band); Bruce Schafernak
(Allison, sax, Jazz Orchestra); Yu Li (Richard, cello, Cadet).

An especially big thank you to the following for he Ip unloading the trucks back at Fort Sheridan after a
long day:

Mike Wright (Katy, violin, '05 Alum, and Sarah, percussion, Concert); Jeff Andreasen (Tessa, viola, Symphony, and
Hannah, Chorale and cello, Concert); and Phil Mazur (Rebecca, trumpet, ‘00 Alum).

We apologize if we've left someone off this list. We appreciate everyone's help; your children could not experience the
excitement of performing great music in great halls if they weren't blessed with such great parents!

Thank you, thank you, thank you!



